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To	see	that	this	is	so,	we	need	only	a	look	through	the	pages	of	some	literary	magazines	and	book	reviews,	for	example,	the	London	Review	of	Books,	the	New	York	Review	of	Books,	the	Los	Angeles	Review	of	Books,	The	Litery	Journal	and	the	New	York	Times	Review	of	Books.	When	we	see	an	announcement	that	connects	an	image	of	a	tropical	island
to	the	paradise	of	words,	the	craving	that	light	up	in	us	have	a	transmission	chain	that	extends	to	Daniel	Defoe	and	Jean-Jacques	Rousseau:	the	flight	that	brought	us	to	the	Isola	is	just	a	grill	in	that	fire.	Are	the	global	warming	currents	too	wild	to	navigate	in	the	Barque	accustomed	to	the	narrative?	I	came	to	recognize	that	the	challenges	that	climate
change	puts	for	the	contemporary	writer,	even	if	specific	in	some	aspects,	are	also	products	of	something	larger	and	older;	which	lastly	derive	from	the	grid	of	literary	forms	and	conventions	that	came	to	shape	the	narrative	imagination	in	that	period	in	which	the	accumulation	of	carbon	in	the	atmosphere	was	to	rewrite	the	fate	of	the	earth.	3.	That
climate	change	throws	a	very	small	shadow	within	the	landscape	of	literary	fiction	which	is	not	difficult	to	establish	also	in	the	public	arena.	To	understand	how	this	happens	is,	I	believe,	a	task	of	maximum	urgency:	it	could	be	the	key	to	understanding	why	contemporary	culture	finds	so	difficult	to	face	climate	change.	It	is	very	difficult,	certainly,	to
imagine	a	conception	of	seriousness	that	is	blind	to	potentially	changing	threats.	Kingsnorth	has	dedicated	several	years	of	his	life	to	the	activism	of	climate	change	before	founding	the	influential	Dark	Mountain	Project,	"a	network	of	writers,	artists	and	thinkers	who	have	stopped	believing	the	stories	that	our	civilization	is	told."	Even	if	Kingsnorth
wrote	a	powerful	story	not	of	of	the	movements	of	global	resistance,	from	the	moment	of	writing	still	has	to	ataredisnoc	¨Ã	aro	ehc	alleuq	a	atneserp	ocitamilc	otnemaibmac	li	ehc	aznetsiser	id	irailucep	emrof	ellad	ecsan	:ilanosrep	inoizeliderp	id	otatlusir	li	ais	non	aznapercsid	al	ehc	otnivnoc	onos	im	,otacilbbup	oroval	oim	led	otunetnoc	li	e	ilanosrep
inoizapuccoerp	eim	el	art	otnetnoclam	la	odnasneP	.aznecsonoc	alla	aznarongi'llad	oiggassap	nu	etnemasomaf	¨Ã	otnemicsonocir	lI	?ais	ut	euqnuvo	,icsonocir	im	,issedeihc	es	emoc	,imodnassif	,ihcco	ieim	i	erartnocni	arbmes	emuif	li	otassap	oim	len	odraug	odnauQ	.otnemicsonocir	id	itnemom	iloveremunni	a	atrop		Ãtilibatum	assets	aus	al	ehc
ocimanid	¬Ãsoc	oiggaseap	nu	¨Ã	otseuQ	.etavitloc	etats	onare	aznedecerp	ni	ehc	erret	us	atalas	auqca	id	enoisurtni	etnatsoc	anu	e	ednops	el	eredecer	len	,elibisreverri	e	ovitalumucca	otnemaibmac	id	itnetrop	eredev	onavetop	is	,oloces	omisenutnev	led	inna	imirp	ien	,arolla	ehcna	aM	.eipma	¹Ãip	otlom	inoizacilpmi	onaibba	imelborp	ieuq	ehc	arbmes
im	,snabradnuS	i	emoc	oliforp	ossab	a	eera	id	assets	aznetsise'l	eraiccanim	a	otaicnimoc	onnah	elabolg	otnemadlacsir	led	itnarelecca	ittapmi	ilg	iuc	ni	otnemom	nu	ni	,opod	inna	itlom	,aro	am	;ediT	yrgnuH	ehT	,odnevircs	ovats	ehc	orbil	la	iralocitrap	eresse	onavarbmes	edifs	etseuq	,otnup	leuq	A	.icilcic	etnemlarutan	onos	issecorp	itseuq	,etrap	roiggam
al	reP	.hsohG	vatimA	6102	©Â	thgirypoC	.iggaiv	ieim	i	,elibissop	oser	e	,otudecerp	onnah	ehc	iggaiv	id	eires	allen	itaicnal	ah	il	e	airtap	orol	allad	itanetna	ieim	i	otarebil	ah	ehc	eratnemele	azrof	al	odrocir	,ativ	al	otamsalp	onnah	im	ehc	eznatsocric	ella	osnep	odnauq	,iggO	.aiv	etaval	onavinev	inoizatiba	orol	el	ertnem	odnadraug	,enoizartse'nu	us
onavedes	is	ehc	itanetna	ieim	ia	otasnep	oH	.itavresir	ittirid	i	ittuT	.enoiznif	aim	allen	etnemauqilbo	olos	erugif	otteggos	otseuq	ehc	,oroval	oim	li	rep	ehcna	orev	¨Ã	am	,opmet	otlom	rep	ocitamilc	otnemaibmac	li	rep	otapuccoerp	otats	onos	oi'hcnA	.etnatropmi	etrap	anu	acoig	ocitamilc	otnemaibmac	li	iuc	ni	oznamor	nu	serious	narrative.	4.	In	his
seminal	essay	"The	climate	of	history",	Dipesh	Chakrabarty	notes	that	historical	historians	have	to	revise	many	of	their	fundamental	assumptions	and	procedures	in	this	era	of	the	Anthropocene,	in	which	"humans	have	become	geological	agents,	changing	the	most	basic	physical	processes	of	the	earth."	I	would	go	further	and	add	that	the
Anthropocene	presents	a	challenge	not	only	to	the	arts	and	humanities,	but	also	to	our	commonsense	understandings	and	beyond	that	to	contemporary	culture	in	general.There	can	be	no	doubt,	of	course,	that	this	challenge	arises	in	part	from	the	complexities	of	the	technical	language	that	serves	as	our	primary	window	on	climate	change.	--This	text
refers	to	an	alternate	kindle_edition	edition.	And	if	the	urgency	of	a	subject	were	indeed	a	criterion	of	its	seriousness,	then,	considering	what	climate	change	actually	portends	for	the	future	of	the	earth,	it	should	surely	follow	that	this	would	be	the	principal	preoccupation	of	writers	the	world	over	¢ÃÂÂ	and	this,	I	think,	is	very	far	from	being	the
case.But	why?	And	when	they	fail	to	find	them,	what	should	they	¢ÃÂÂ	what	can	they	¢ÃÂÂ	do	other	than	to	conclude	that	ours	was	a	time	when	most	forms	of	art	and	literature	were	drawn	into	the	modes	of	concealment	that	prevented	people	from	recognizing	the	realities	of	their	plight?	As,	for	example,	when	an	arabesque	in	the	pattern	of	a	carpet
is	revealed	to	be	a	dog's	tail,	which,	if	stepped	upon,	could	lead	to	a	nipped	ankle?	Indeed,	this	is	perhaps	the	most	important	question	ever	to	confront	culture	in	the	broadest	sense	¢ÃÂÂ	for	let	us	make	no	mistake:	the	climate	crisis	is	also	a	crisis	of	culture,	and	thus	of	the	imagination.Culture	generates	desires	¢ÃÂÂ	for	vehicles	and	appliances,	for
certain	kinds	of	gardens	and	dwellings	¢ÃÂÂ	that	are	among	the	principal	drivers	of	the	carbon	economy.	To	recognize,	then,	is	not	the	same	as	an	initial	introduction.	Yet	all	her	writings	on	these	subjects	are	in	various	forms	of	nonfiction.Or	consider	the	even	more	striking	case	of	Paul	Kingsnorth,	id	illedom	i	onos	ilauq	,eredeihc	omaibbod	non
,ollatem	e	ortev	ni	,itnecul	irrot	onocsirovaf	,oinobrac	id	inoissime	elled	enoizarelecca	id	odoirep	otseuq	ni	ehcna	,aruttetihcra'llen	eenaropmetnoc	eznednet	el	es	:oipmese	dA	?evarg	noitcif	anu	id	inoizavresnoc	ellad	oilise	la	eratrop	ebbervod	enoiznem	aus	al	ehc	ocitamilc	otnemaibmac	led	attart	is	asoc	ehc	,otseihc	eresse	ehcna	eveD	oderc	,otirips
ossets	olleN	?otacrem	led	inoizalopinam	elled	ecilpmoc	edner	im	otseuq	iuc	ni	odarg	li	imredeihc	id	ongosib	oh	non	,oigganosrep	led	enoizatneserppar	allen	itnemele	emoc	ihcram	i	erasu	id	oglecs	,ereiznamor	emoc	,oi	eS	.eropav	a	ollettab	nu	ni	amdaP	emuif	li	ognul	eraiggaiv	rep	omavats	ertnem	,ociglatson	ailgimaf	id	oiggaiv	nu	ni	atlov	amirp	al	rep
airots	atseuq	otitnes	oH	.rahiB	len	,egnaG	li	,emuif	nu	id	evir	ellus	ovoun	id	onorilibats	is	odnauq	,6581	onna'lla	onif	onoramref	is	non	e	tsevo	osrev	isrevoum	a	onoraizini	aics	aus	alluS	;itanetna	irtson	i	osrom	aveva	ehc	efortsatac	atseuq	arE	.ilamina	id	otatnoccar	non	oremun	nu	e	enosrep	007.1	odnediccu	,itnatsocric	iggalliv	ien	²Ãlotor	e	soyN	ogal
lad	²Ãippocs	acinobrac	edirdina	id	alovun	ednarg	anu	odnauq	,8891	len	ognoC	ni	emoc	-	elatrom	e	asivvorpmi	azneloiv	noc	ativ	erednerp	²Ãup	aira'l	ehcna	,etnemlarutan	,aM	.icitamilc	itnemaibmac	ius	atamrofni	etnemadnoforp	e	atanoissappa	¨Ã	am	,opmet	ortson	led	asorp	id	etsilits	iroilgim	elled	anu	¨Ã	olos	non	:yoR	itahdnurA	id	oroval	li	¨Ã
ocitamelbme	oipmese	nU	.netsuA	enaJ	id	iznamor	iad	otaiggetso	otats	eresse	ebbertop	ehc	oiredised	nU	id	enoisserpse'nu	odnavresso	omaits	,otsubra	o	etiv	alognis	anu	eravitloc	len	etnemlaisrap	auqca	orol	al	ererrocsart	id	etatnetnocca	onare	is	enosrep	el	atlov	anu	iuc	ni	etneibma	ortla	ehclauq	ni	o	elanoidirem	ainrofilaC	ni	o	ibahD	ubA	da
,atanilased	auqca	noc	otaiffanna	otats	¨Ã	ehc	edrev	otarp	nu	omaidev	odnauQ	.oloces	IX'lled	arretlihgnI'llen	otatneibma	otarimma	otnat	ocirots	oznamor	nu	,aics	alled	that	are	fed	by	these	gestures?	By	Amitav	Ghoshcopyright	©	2016	Amitav	Ghoshall	Rights	Reserved.isbn:	978-0-226-32303-9Part	I	Stories,	Part	II	History,	Part	III	Politics,	Politics,
Notes,	Notes,	CHAPTER	1Stories1.Who	can	forget	those	moments	when	something	that	seems	inanimate	turns	out	to	be	vitally,	even	dangerously	alive?	"In	this	concise	and	utterly	enlightening	volume,	Ghosh	urges	the	public	to	find	new	artistic	and	political	frameworks	to	understand	and	reduce	the	effects	of	human-caused	climate	change."--
"Publishers	Weekly	(starred	review)"	--This	text	refers	to	an	alternate	kindle_edition	edition.	Indeed,	it	could	even	be	said	that	fiction	that	deals	with	climate	change	is	almost	by	definition	not	of	the	kind	that	is	taken	seriously	by	serious	literary	journals:	the	mere	mention	of	the	subject	is	often	enough	to	relegate	a	novel	or	a	short	story	to	the	genre	of
science	fiction.	It	excites	us	because	it	evokes	an	image	of	a	road	arrowing	through	a	pristine	landscape;	we	think	of	freedom	and	the	wind	in	our	hair;	we	envision	James	Dean	and	Peter	Fonda	racing	toward	the	horizon;	we	think	also	of	Jack	Kerouac	and	Vladimir	Nabokov.	When	the	subject	of	climate	change	occurs	in	these	publications,	it	is	almost
always	in	relation	to	nonfiction;	novels	and	short	stories	are	very	rarely	to	be	glimpsed	within	this	horizon.	And	to	recognize	is	by	no	means	to	understand	that	which	meets	the	eye;	comprehension	need	play	no	part	in	a	moment	of	recognition.The	most	important	element	of	the	word	recognition	thus	lies	in	its	first	syllable,	which	harks	back	to
something	prior,	an	already	existing	awareness	that	makes	possible	the	passage	from	ignorance	to	knowledge:	a	moment	of	recognition	occurs	when	a	prior	awareness	flashes	before	us,	effecting	an	instant	change	in	our	understanding	of	that	which	is	beheld.	Quite	possibly,	then,	this	era,	which	so	congratulates	itself	on	its	self-awareness,	will	come
to	be	known	as	the	time	of	the	Great	Derangement.	Nor	does	recognition	require	an	exchange	of	words:	more	often	than	not	we	recognize	mutely.	Throughout	history	these	branches	of	culture	have	responded	to	war,	♪	secitcarp	rieht	ot	tnatsiser	ylrailucep	os	evorp	egnahc	etamilc	dluohs	,neht	,yhw	:stros	ynam	fo	sesirc	dna	,ytimalacThe	flow	of	water
and	lemon	is	such	that	the	geological	processes	that	usually	take	place	in	deep	time	seem	to	occur	at	a	speed	in	which	they	can	be	followed	from	week	to	week	and	month	per	month.	A	quick	convertible	excites	us	neither	because	of	any	love	for	metal	and	chromium,	nor	for	an	abstract	understanding	of	its	engineering.	However,	it	is	a	surprising	fact
that	when	novelists	choose	to	write	about	climate	change,	it	is	almost	always	outside	fiction.	Or	when	we	take	an	innocent-looking	life	and	find	it	a	worm	or	a	snake?	When	a	harmless	drift	trunk	turns	out	to	be	a	crocodile?	It	was	a	shock	of	this	kind,	I	imagine,	that	the	Empire	producers	had	come	to	mind	when	they	conceived	the	scene	where	Han
Solo	lands	the	Millennium	Falcon	Takes	to	be	an	asteroid-but	only	to	discover	that	he	entered	the	exodus	of	a	space	monster	to	sleep.	To	remember	that	memorable	scene	now,	more	than	thirty-five	years	after	the	film	was	made,	it	is	to	recognize	its	impossibility.	The	artefacts	and	goods	evoked	by	these	desires	are,	in	a	certain	sense,	expressions	and
occultations	of	the	cultural	matrix	that	brought	them	into	being.	This	culture	is,	of	course,	intimately	linked	to	the	wider	stories	of	imperialism	and	capitalism	have	shaped	the	world.	Only	for	the	personal	use	of	visitors	to	this	website.	The	awareness	that	comes	from	recognition,	therefore,	is	not	of	the	same	type	of	discovery	of	something	new:	rather
comes	from	a	renewed	reckoning	with	a	potential	that	is	within	itself.	This,	I	imagine,	was	what	my	ancestors	lived	on	that	day.	When	the	river	stood	up	to	claim	their	village:	they	woke	up	to	the	recognition	of	a	presence	that	had	shaped	their	lives	to	the	point	where	they	had	come	to	take	as	for	granted	as	the	air	thatDuring	the	night	a	stretch	of
river	bank	will	disappear,	sometimes	bringing	houses	and	people	with	it;	but,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	,	I'm	sorry.	♪.dnuorg	.dnuor	rehgih	ot	opacse	ot	deganam	dah	stnaviahni	eht	ffo	wef	that	Ylno	;egalliv	eht	gninword
,esruoc	degnahc	ylneddus	revir	taerg	eht	yno	.	Swawetaw	tseithgim	eht	fo	eno	,revir	amdap	eht	fo	erohs	eht	if	saw	egalliv	rieht	dna	,hsedalgnab	monb	yeht.detnevni	sawtreb	gnol	srotsecrew	srotac	srotac	srotac	srotacna	Rebunm	tnacifingis	that	did	,seet	naht	naht	ssel	gnitsal	,are	feirb	yrev	,eno	of	Ylno	taht	,htrae	if	straodrof	rieht	fo	yrotsih	ylew	yt
yrbasserp	yeht	tahw	tahw	tahW	daht	esoht	morf	redro	tnereffid	yllahw	a	fo	segnellahc	gnitnitnorfnoc	flesym	dnuof	i	â€â€â	Taht	,noitcif	otni	â€Tr	otni	snori	snore	snore	Fo	sreammlif	dna	,sretirw	,sttytra	Eht	no	flesti	secrof	lagneb	fo	epacsdnal	eht	htwsisssissississisni	eht	ybmis	ro	;revir	ydid	edisab	pu	gniworg	fosiros	s'tomdnarg	yc	ruoh	otnih	ssurer
ssuoh	ssurer	nehw	,Akahd	,enolcyc	a	FO	taht	ekel	seirmem	yb	ro	;egalliv	lartsecna	s'ylif	ylif	y	rof	ot	ot	ot	ot	taht	ekil	,secneirepxe	doohdlihc	yb	spahrep	FO	secnatsni	in	Sretnuocne	Eseht	Fo	kapes	ot	Elba	Eb	ton	dluow	i	,tey"'...	he	is	the	erehw	ton	saw	eht	dna	ereh	t'snsaw	revir	eht	syad	:sdrow	eht	h	A	Neve	Ereh"	,Etorw	I	,Eton	Rehtona	,Erehwlesle
".tsinatorp	a	]flesti[	si	taht	;yrotsish	namuh	fo	tnemtcane	eht	rof	egats	a
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